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at once made him Bishop of London, and increasingly relied on him in politics as well. Laud first became intimate with Wentworth after the dissolution of Parliament in 1629 when they met in the Privy Council, and, in spite of differences of birth and character, recognised mutually congenial ends and methods. They both believed in going " thorough " with anything they undertook, regarding all temporisers and Worldly Wise-men as enemies of the nation. They were both incorruptible, hard-working, sincere, and incapable of concealing their anger or ingratiating themselves by pleasant speeches. They were both men with a mission : the one bent on civilising Ireland by means of his vice-regal power, for the honour and profit of King and country; the other on civilising England by the ecclesiastical arm, for the glory of God and the Church. And while they went bravely on their uncompromising ways, both had forebodings of evil, fully realising that dangerous enemies surrounded them. Laud's depression, in particular, almost amounted to persecution mania. Already old when he attained high office, his humble birth and long years of poverty had not encouraged self-confidence, and he was the butt of innumerable scurrilous lampoons and threatening letters from the more violent Puritans. In his diary he noted his ominous dreams and continually feared that the King might turn against him. Yet it was this nervous, simple little man who was attempting to restore the Church in England to its pre-Reformation grandeur and power, to use its ritual and beauty as a civilising instrument in every parish, its ministers to control rich laymen